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Conservative 
MPs vow to make 
election issue 
out of Liberal 
expenses in 2019 

Newspapers seek 
federal help, 
major lobbying 
push made in 
recent months 

By Rachel aiello

Calling climate change “the issue of the 
century,” Canada’s federal Environment 
and Sustainable Development Commis-
sioner Julie Gelfand says federal depart-
ments must do more to help the govern-
ment realize its sustainable development 
goals, and ministers and cabinet should 
refuse to consider their proposals until 
they are accompanied by assessments of 
the environmental impacts of their plans.

By Rachel aiello

Substantial changes to House procedure 
could be on the way for things like how 
MPs vote, when and how long MPs sit, and 
how opposition days and private members’ 
bills are handled.

“I don’t want the simple stuff; I think we 
need to see some significant change to take 
place,” said Kevin Lamoureux (Winnipeg 
North, Man.), parliamentary secretary to 
Government House Leader Bardish Chagger 
(Waterloo, Ont.), in an interview following a 
daylong debate on such matters last week.

Not only do changes need to happen 
quickly if they’re going to happen, they should 
also be comprehensive and not incremental or 
“low hanging fruit,” said Mr. Lamoureux.

By aBBas Rana

Conservatives MPs say they will con-
tinue to dig into the Liberals’ political weak-
ness on their expenses and promise to make 
it an election campaign issue in 2019.

“I’m going to be bringing that up,” said 
five-term Conservative MP Larry Miller 
(Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound, Ont.) told The 
Hill Times. “That’s the culture that some 
people seem to have in the Liberal Party. 
There’s people in all parties, sometimes, 
that abuse it. ... I hate to call it tradition [of 
Liberals, but] it’s a trend of entitlement.”

Since early this year, Conservative MPs 
and staffers have been placing numerous 
questions on the Order Paper, a parlia-

By aBBas Rana

A YouTube video posted by a rookie Lib-
eral MP whose controversial animal 
cruelty private member’s bill was voted 
down last week by his own party and cabi-
net has created some friction and a little 
head-scratching in the majority-governing 
Liberal caucus.

Recorded for an animal rights orga-
nization in May, Liberal MP Nathaniel 
Erskine-Smith, 32, (Beaches-East York, 
Ont.) encourages voters in the five-minute 
video to contact their local MPs to support 
the bill and suggests they vote against MPs 
who don’t support it in the next election.

By DeRek aBma

Canada’s newspaper industry has been 
making a push to have its concerns heard 
by federal officials on Parliament Hill in 
recent months, with goals that include 
more advertising from the government, 
more funding from a government periodi-
cal fund, and reforms to copyright law.

Newspapers Canada has filed 14 com-
munication reports with the federal lobbyists 
registry since late July. The only other com-
munication report filed by this group—which 
has been around for eight years as a part-
nership between the Canadian Newspaper 
Association and the Canadian Community 
Newspapers Association—was in 2012.

The newspaper industry has struggled 
for several years, particularly in this last 
year. Postmedia Network, the biggest 
newspaper operator in Canada, recently 
closed the offices of its free 24 Hours paper 
in Vancouver. It will continue printing, but 
with content from Postmedia that appears 
in other publications.
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Climate change 
‘issue of the 
century,’ ministers 
should demand 
environmental 
assessments 
on department 
proposals, says 
environment 
commish 

Liberal MP 
Nathaniel 
Erskine-Smith’s 
YouTube video 
created some 
friction in the 
Liberal caucus 
because in it he 
suggests people 
vote against 
MPs in the next 
election who 
don’t support his 
animal cruelty 
bill. It was 
defeated by the 
Liberals, cabinet, 
and most 
Conservative 
MPs last week. 
Mr. Erskine-
Smith said he 
did not intend 
to urge people 
to vote against 
his own party. 
Photograph courtesy 
of Liberal MP 
Nathaniel Erskine-
Smith
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Liberal MPs Kim Rudd and Mike Bossio say they’re 
‘disappointed’ with their colleague’s YouTube video,  
but won’t hold it against him. 
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“If you care about animal welfare 
and you want to see this bill passed, 
this is what you need to do. You need 
to contact your local MP. If you write 
a letter, or you’re writing an email, 
you need to let them know that this 
issue matters so much to you that 
you may change your vote based 
upon that,” said Mr. Erskine-Smith 
in the video for the animal rights 
organization Ruby’s Legacy that 
works against puppy mills across the 
country, and posted on YouTube.

“You need to write to the 
minister of Justice to let them 
know how disappointed you are 
that the position they’ve taken is 
inconsistent with three previous 
Liberal Justice ministers and that 
you want them to stand up for 
animals.”

The rookie MP also advised 
Canadians in the video that, in 
addition to writing emails or let-
ters, they should meet their MPs in 
person to lobby in support of this 
legislation.

“When you contact your local 
MP, don’t just write a letter, don’t 
just write an email, set up a meet-
ing, make a phone call, make it as 
personal as possible. Bring friends 
if you can and let them know that 
you want them to stand up in the 
House of Commons, stand up for 
you, and stand up for animals.”

The wide-ranging legislation 
would have strengthened Can-
ada’s animal welfare laws and 
would have created a new offence 
of “gross negligence” for people 
who cause suffering to animals. 
Bill C-246, the Modernizing Ani-
mal Protection Act, was tabled in 
February and defeated on second 
reading last week. It attracted na-
tional media attention, lobbying 
efforts, and advocacy advertising 
for and against it.

The bill sought to amend 
many laws, including the Crimi-
nal Code, the Fisheries Act, the 
Textile Labelling Act, the Wild 

Animal and Plant Protection and 
Regulation of International and 
Interprovincial Trade Act, and the 
Canada Consumer Product Safety 
Act (animal protection).

It also called for a ban on the 
import of sharkfins, a ban on the 
import of cat and dog furs, strict 
rules against animal fighting and 
puppy mills, and required manu-
facturers to reveal the source of 
fur used in their products.

It sought to close loopholes 
in the existing law regarding the 
killing of animals “brutally or 
viciously” and it called for a wid-
ening of the definition of bestial-
ity as “sexual activity between a 
person and an animal.”

But farmers, hunters, anglers, 
and fishers were concerned about 
the animal cruelty bill, which 
influenced the votes of rural MPs.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
(Papineau, Que.) and his cabinet 
voted against this bill. The final 
tally was 198-84. In total, 117 Lib-
eral MPs voted against it, 36 NDP, 
two Conservative MPs—Michelle 
Rempel (Calgary Nose Hill, Alta.) 
and Len Webber (Calgary Confed-
eration, Alta.)—voted for it.

The Toronto Star reported two 
weeks ago that Mr. Erskine-Smith 
had proposed amendments in or-
der to get the bill passed at second 
reading and into committee that 
would drop moving animal cruelty 
laws to the property section of the 
Criminal Code and outlaw “brutal 
and vicious” killing of animals.

Mr. Erskine-Smith also posted 
a video two weeks ago with 
an endorsement from NHL com-
mentator Don Cherry.

“Canada has the worst laws 
about our poor animals than any 
other place in the Western world, 
believe it or not,” Mr. Cherry said.

Liberal MPs who opposed the 
bill described it as “overreach-
ing” and said they voted against 
it because of the concerns voiced 
by farmers, anglers, and hunters 
in their ridings who thought they 
could end up in court under the 
common animal use practices.

“The effect of the bill is to risk 
criminalizing currently legal ani-
mal activity,” said Liberal MP Da-
vid Graham (Laurentides-Labelle, 
Que.), in a speech in the House on 
Sept. 28. 

Mr. Graham won his riding in 
the last federal election by a mar-
gin of 2.3 per cent of the votes and 
his parents are farmers. 

“I do not believe my family 
belongs in prison for sustainably 

feeding ourselves. I do not believe 
tens of thousands of my constitu-
ents should risk prison for feeding 
their families, either.”

Justice Minister Jody Wilson-
Raybould (Vancouver Granville, 
B.C.) told reporters in a scrum on 
Wednesday, Oct. 5, prior to the vote, 
that the government would not 
support the bill. But she also said 
the government plans to update the 
country’s animal cruelty provisions 
in the Criminal Code and will do 
so after consultations. Ms. Wilson-
Raybould also said that the govern-
ment agrees with the “premise” of 
Mr. Erskine-Smith’s bill “in terms 
of ensuring this important social 
issue is addressed.”

Mr. Erskine-Smith told The 
Hill Times last week that he did 
not mean to suggest in the video 
to Canadians that they should 
vote against the Liberal Party.

“They [Ruby’s Legacy] asked 
me how they could be most effec-
tive in spreading their message 
and I said, ‘Don’t just send a form 
email, don’t just contact them that 
way, make a personal phone call, 
set up a personal meeting and tell 
them that your vote depends upon 
it, as a matter of advocacy,’ ” said 
Mr. Erskine-Smith.

“But, I certainly wasn’t sug-
gesting people should vote against 
the Liberal government. As I said 
in my Facebook [post], ‘Ask me 
anything,’ in advance of the vote: 
‘The Liberal government, when 
we talk about the environment, 
when we talk about First Nations’ 
issues, when we talk about bring-
ing kids out of poverty, infrastruc-
ture spending, there’s a long list 
of important initiatives from the 
Liberal government and even bet-
ter the Liberal Justice minister is 
now committed to working to end 
animal cruelty as well.”

In the end, Mr. Erskine-Smith 
said the animal cruelty issue will 
be one of several issues that Cana-
dians will take into account before 
casting their votes in the next fed-
eral election and that people will 
make up their minds on their own.

“I can’t determine anyone 
else’s vote. That’s obviously up to 
them,” said Mr. Erskine-Smith.

But some Liberal MPs, who 
were also careful about their com-
ments, told The Hill Times that they 
were disappointed by Mr. Erskine-
Smith’s YouTube video message.

“I’m one of the most non-parti-
san people you’ll ever meet,” said 
Liberal MP Kim Rudd (Northum-
berland-Peterborough South, 
Ont.), parliamentary secretary to 
Natural Resources Minister Jim 
Carr, in an interview with The 
Hill Times. “I don’t think it helps 
the situation for anyone to be 
challenging other Members [of 
Parliament] that way.”

Ms. Rudd, a rookie MP who 
won the last election by a margin of 
three per cent of the vote, said she 
understands it’s Mr. Erskine-Smith’s 
democratic right to use this tactic, 
but said Liberal caucus colleagues 
would have preferred he hadn’t put 
the video message out.

“I’m disappointed. Nathaniel 
is extremely passionate about it. 
We all wish he hadn’t done it, but 
he did, and you know what, he’s 
allowed to do that,” said Ms. Rudd.

But as an urban MP, Mr. Ers-
kine-Smith may not understand 
the scope of the concerns and 
implications of the bill on farm-
ers, game hunters and the fishing 
sectors, Ms. Rudd said.

Liberal MP Mike Bossio 
(Hastings-Lennox and Addington, 
Ont.), chair of the Liberal rural 
caucus, said he was “disappointed” 
with Mr. Erskine-Smith’s You-

Tube video, but also won’t hold it 
against him.

“It’s unfortunate he did that,” 
Mr. Bossio said, but added that his 
Toronto colleague’s video message 
would not hurt him in the next 
election. He won his rural riding by 
a margin of 0.4 per cent of the vote.

Mr. Bossio said he opposed 
it because it touched heavily on 
the rights of his rural constituents 
who were concerned they could 
end up in legal trouble as an 
unintended consequence of the 
bill’s breadth.

“Many farmers, hunters, and 
anglers could end up in court, 
many veterinarians, many citi-
zens could end up in court over 
just unintended consequences of 
their interaction with animals,” 
said Mr. Bossio.

Liberal MP Scott Simms 
(Coast of Bays-Central-Notre 
Dame, N.L.), chair of the House 
Fisheries and Oceans Committee, 
said it’s not unusual to receive 
calls from constituents asking 
him to support or vote against 
certain private members’ bills or 
threaten him to take their votes 
elsewhere, but he found it “odd” 
that a fellow Liberal MP would 
basically ask Canadians to do 
that. The five-term Liberal MP 
won the last election by a margin 
of 56.6 per cent of the vote.

“I’ve had that for years, a 
whole host of private members’ 
bills saying, ‘I’m not going to vote 
for you in the next election if you 
do that.’ I mean it seems kind 
of odd; he’s a Liberal MP and 
he’s telling people to [indirectly] 
vote NDP in the next election, 
or Conservative,” he said with 
a chuckle. “[If] that’s his tactic, 
that’s his tactic.”
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Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau’s 
government 
voted down a 
private member’s 
bill that would 
create harsher 
penalties for 
animal cruelty. 
The Hill Times 
photograph by Jake 
Wright

Liberal MP Scott 
Simms said 
of  Nathaniel 
Erskine-Smith’s 
YouTube video 
in support of 
his private 
member’s 
bill: ‘It seems 
kind of odd; 
he’s a Liberal 
MP and he’s 
telling people 
to [indirectly] 
vote NDP ... or 
Conservative.” 
The Hill Times 
photograph by 
Andrew Meade

Liberal MP 
Nathaniel 
Erskine-Smith 
made this 
video asking 
viewers to 
demand their 
MPs vote 
in favour of 
his animal 
rights private 
member’s bill, 
or suggest 
they may not 
get their vote 
in the next 
election. Image 
courtesy of 
YouTube
Credit


